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In memoriam: Daniel Oc¢enas 1949 — 2025
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Daniel O¢enéas was born in the small village of Spania
Dolina near Banskad Bystrica, Slovakia. He studied
at Teacher’s College in Banska Bystrica (1968-1972).
Later, he attended Comenius University in Bratislava
where he studied physics and astronomy (1976-1980).
He graduated from this with the title “Rerum Natu-
ralium Doctor”.

His working life included spells as a teacher. In
1975, he started working at Observatory Banska
Bystrica. In 1990, he became a director of this in-
stitution.

Daniel was a founder member of the IMO (1989).
He was main organiser of three Meteor conferences in
Slovakia — Smolenice (1992), Stard Lesnd (1998) and
Sachticka (2008). In the 1990s, he was appointed as
a member of Professional-Amateur working group at
TAU Commission 22.

His first meteor observation was carried out at the
age of 14. Meteor astronomy became the main inter-
est of his professional life. Daniel was a famous pop-
ulariser of science, especially of astronomy. He gave
hundreds of lectures and ran public observing sessions
around Slovakia.

We honor his memory.

Figure 1 — Daniel O¢ends (May 29, 1949 — June 12, 2025).
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